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“Packaging solutions that arguably compromise either of these drivers may limit adoption, although other drivers like consumer perception and sustainability could make brands more open to it in the future.”When she spoke with one large national carrier, Cramer says that another concern they expressed was the challenge of getting consumers to
actually send packaging back; if that doesn’t happen, the economics might not work out. Several states conduct telephone interviews before the final ruling to help prevent potential unemployment insurance fraud. Although this rule may vary by state at times due to special circumstances (like a global pandemic), the general rule of thumb is that
you’re expected to pursue work leads every week and report your work search efforts in your weekly claim.Do you have COVID-19-specific questions about unemployment benefits and stimulus checks? During this interview, you will be asked specific questions about your employment background and other information mentioned in your claim.
“Further, brands are becoming more agile and open to disruption, so I would not be surprised if some are experimenting with reusable packaging now as a pilot, even if we aren’t aware.”In Europe, a company called Repack supplies reusable bags to online retailers using a similar model as LimeLoop. Packaging has become a strategic question, and
companies are searching for solutions as they are looking to future-proof their businesses.”In the U.S., LimeLoop hopes to quickly expand, eventually moving beyond clothing–which is relatively easy to ship in something other than a cardboard box–to other products. Moreover, if you willingly quit your job, are an independent contractor or otherwise
self-employed, or can’t go back to work for health or other reasons, you might not qualify. “In speaking with some retailers and brands about reusable packaging from an e-commerce perspective, they indicated that doing so would require that fulfillment infrastructure be reconfigured–to what extent is unclear. As online shopping continues to grow,
so will the impact.Few companies have tried to shift to reusable packaging for shipping. LimeLoop used data from USPS, FedEx, and UPS to estimate that around 165 billion packages are shipped in the U.S. each year, and then roughly calculated that the cardboard used would equate to more than 1 billion trees (this calculation didn’t account for the
fact that some packaging is not made from paper or cardboard, but it gives a sense of scale). To qualify for unemployment, an individual who lost their job must be eligible for work, able to work and actively seeking employment. Photo Courtesy: JGI/Tom Grill/Getty Images After you’ve lost your job, contact your state unemployment agency as soon as
possible. It depends on the reason you were fired, and the rules vary by state. MORE FROM ASKMONEY.COM Long story short, where you’re currently residing might not be the state that will pay you unemployment benefits if you haven’t lived there long. In most cases, you will file a claim with the state where you most recently worked, but if you
recently relocated from another state, that may not be the case. Without a doubt, the ongoing pandemic throws a bit of a wrench into the process of actively seeking work, so that component may vary from state to state and could change at any time. Rent the Runway–with a business model that makes reusable packaging particularly logical, because
clothing is returned by design–ships the majority of its orders in its patented reusable garment bag.[Photo: LimeLoop]“We have not seen as much interest in reusable packaging from industry as might be expected,” Kelly Cramer, senior manager at GreenBlue, an environmental nonprofit, wrote in an email. These types of requests are typically very
time sensitive. Photo Courtesy: Justin Sullivan/Getty Images In some cases, an unemployment official will interview you to clarify and verify details regarding your case and your identity. Our peers over at Ask.com have the answers. If you fail to answer the questions correctly — or don’t consent to this process — you will most likely be asked to
provide the agency with documents that verify your identity.Step 4: File Your ClaimOnce you confirm your eligibility, it’s time to file your claim. You’ll be required to answer some questions about any work you completed each week as well as any other income you received. If you order a T-shirt or hoodie from an online store called Toad & Co, the
checkout screen now has an extra button that says “reuse.” Choose it, and your order will arrive in a reusable package. The packaging, designed to flatten easily, can be dropped back in the mail, and Repack pays the return cost. These steps may take place as you’re filing your application, or they could be the last steps in determining your eligibility.
“[The] circular economy as a concept made a breakthrough, followed by mass media picking up packaging waste,” says Jonne Hellgren, the company’s CEO. While you may be breathing an initial sigh of relief once your initial claim is processed, be sure to maintain your eligibility status by continuing your job search as directed.Step 6: File Your
Weekly Payment Request and Keep Up the Job SearchOnce you start receiving unemployment benefits, you have to file weekly or biweekly (varies by state) payment requests online to be paid — no exceptions. Even worse, months later, many jobless people were still desperately trying to cut through all the red tape and the massive volume of people
to file their own unemployment claims. Since those early days of chaos, most states have adapted and made improvements to handle all the claims. If you fail to file your weekly claim, your benefits may be delayed or stopped altogether. “Many e-commerce companies see that packaging waste is impacting customer behavior now and especially in the
future. Additionally, if your application is denied for any reason, you have the right to file an appeal to try to overturn the denial.Step 3: Verify Your IdentityDuring the initial application process, each state’s unemployment division will ask you to verify and authenticate your identity. Others online stores are exploring incentives like planting a tree for
each returned package.Repack has around 40 customers now and says that demand quickly grew over the last year. When the bag is returned, customers typically get a discount on their next purchase, increasing sales for retailers as it gives customers an incentive to remember to return the package. In 2010, eBay tested a reusable, trackable
cardboard box, but the short pilot soon ended (eBay had no comment on how it evaluated the program or why it was discontinued). Set up email notifications, if possible, and watch closely for any messages requesting additional information. “We’re looking at this as a full-circle solution for all industries,” says founder Ashley Etling. Finally, keep in
mind that unemployment benefits are taxable, so it’s generally wise to choose to have taxes withheld from each payment when you first open your claim.Step 5: Collect Your Unemployment BenefitsMost claims are processed within two to three calendar weeks or 10 business days, although delays could occur during times of high claim volumes. Photo
Courtesy: SDI Productions/E+/Getty Images When you file your claim, you will be asked for some personal information, including your name, address(es), social security number (SSN), last 18 months of employment history, a record of wages earned and the reason and dates for your employment termination. In San Francisco, as the local recycling
business struggled with growing piles of materials from online orders–from Amazon to meal kit companies–the city was forced to raise garbage rates.Amazon shipped more than 5 billion items worldwide last year through Prime alone. These state-run agencies give people access to job listings and career training resources, and registration is
mandatory to receive your unemployment insurance benefits. If you have any difficulty locating your local center, contact your state unemployment agency for assistance. If you lost your job due to the pandemic or other reasons, here are the steps to take next to file an unemployment claim online.Step 1: Contact Your State Unemployment
AgencyWhether you were laid off because of the pandemic or lost your job due to other unforeseen circumstances, filing for unemployment benefits is one way to cover a portion of your monthly bills while you’re between jobs. It plans to announce partnerships with larger brands in the coming months. Still, Cramer thinks that reusable packaging may
be becoming more viable.“[T]he success of subscription services, the growing sharing economy, and changing social values mean that reusable packaging isn’t as ‘far-fetched’ as it may have seemed some years ago,” she says. For a reusable packaging scheme to work, current infrastructure would have to change. The startup estimates that each
lightweight, waterproof pouch–made from durable vinyl recycled from billboards–can be reused as many as 2,000 times, with cleaning and repairs along the way, replacing as many boxes or plastic bags. LimeLoop will work first with apparel companies, but plans to scale up to tackle the larger challenge of packaging from online shopping in general.
[Photo: LimeLoop]It’s a problem that some in the recycling business have called the Amazon Effect (not to be confused with other “Amazon Effects” on retail jobs or groceries or urban planning). Depending on the state you reside in, you will be eligible to apply for unemployment benefits online, in person, on the phone or by mailing in a claim form.
Photo Courtesy: Witthaya Prasongsin/Moment/Getty Images Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, unemployment rates rose sharply in the United States in the spring of 2020. “Right now, speed and efficiency are the primary drivers of e-commerce–companies are just trying to keep up,” she says. Nearly all unemployment agencies accept claims online,
especially in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. The online process isn’t just helpful for pandemic safety reasons. If you’re wondering how to file a claim after all the changes, we can help you figure it out. When you take your clothing out, you flip the label around and put the bag back in the mailbox instead of in the trash, so the company can use it
again for the next customer.The company is the first to pilot the new packaging system, made by a startup called LimeLoop. By the end of April, a staggering 30 million Americans had filed for unemployment benefits. Texas, for example, waived their work search requirement for many months but reinstated it on November 1. (Exceptions are currently
in place to qualify independent contractors and the self-employed, but those rules expire at the end of 2020.) Photo Courtesy: Stefan Wermuth/Bloomberg/Getty Images Each state has different compliance requirements with respect to minimum wages and working hours, so we recommend consulting your state’s unemployment agency for details.
Photo Courtesy: skaman306/Moment/Getty Images Once your claim has been processed, you will need to make an appointment at your nearest American Job Center for your state or set up an account online. Virtual systems also reduce errors and speed up the claim process. For example, traditional brick-and-mortar retailers who ship online orders
from their stores do not currently have space in back of house today to store reusable packaging.”The flow of fulfillment processes would have to change. If the whole system isn’t carefully designed–if picking up packaging requires extra trips to someone’s house, for example, using extra fuel–there could be new environmental impacts. In some cases,
people who were fired, suspended or asked to take a leave of absence don’t qualify for unemployment. Photo Courtesy: svetikd/E+/Getty Images Finally, it’s important to keep in mind that unemployment benefits are usually contingent upon a recipient doing their part to actively look for a new job. If you want to make sure your claim isn’t delayed, be
sure to complete all the sections fully and accurately. The state agency will provide guidance on that as well as any other issues that could impact your claim.Step 2: Determine Your EligibilityAs stated earlier, you need to meet certain criteria in order to be eligible for unemployment benefits.
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